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ELC Settings

There are a range of ELC settings across Argyll & Bute. As well as local authority
managed nurseries, we work in partnership with a number of childminders and
providers in the private, voluntary & independent sectors to increase the choice
of high quality ELC options available to parents.

51 local authority settings based in primary schools, including 5 offering Gaelic
provision.

4 standalone local authority settings

1 local authority outdoor nursery

21 partner provider settings, including 3 outdoor nurseries

20 partner childminders for eligible 2 year olds

16 partner childminders for eligible 3 and 4 year olds

All settings we work in partnership with meet the essential criteria as detailed
in A Blueprint for 2020 Funding Follows the Child and the National Standards
for ELC Providers: Principles and Practice:
https://www.gov.scot/publications/funding-follows-child-national-standard-early-
learning-childcare-providers-principles-practice/pages/2

A full list of ELC settings can be found at: https://www.argyll-
bute.gov.uk/education-and-learning/early-learning-and-childcare/childcare-
providers

Where possible we have included details of hours and days that each ELC setting
offers funded ELC, to allow you to find the best setting to meet your needs.
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Outcome of Application

If you wish to change the ELC setting you applied to after registration week, please
note this will be classed as a late application at the new ELC setting (meaning
lowest priority if the ELC setting was oversubscribed).

If there are not enough places at your chosen ELC setting a ballot will be held using
the new application admission priorities of that setting (see Appendix 2 for local
authority setting priorities).
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Changing your ELC placement

Continuity is always seen as an important part of high quality ELC, therefore
FDUHIX) FRQVLGHUDILRQ VKRXIG EH JLYHQ ZKHQ FKDQJLQJ \RXU FKUGIV (/& SIDFHPHQI
If you are on the waiting list for a local authority ELC setting, you will be contacted
throughout the year if a space becomes available. ELC settings begin the space
allocation process for the following academic year in December (see Appendix 1),
so you should be contacted then if a space will be available from August.

Anyone wishing to take up a waiting list space, or make any change to their child's
ELC placement, PXVI SURYIGH ~ ZHHNV{ QRILFH IR their current
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Frequently Asked Questions

Please see below some common FAQs. More in depth FAQs, particularly on
the registration process, can be found here: htips://www.argyll-
bute.gov.uk/education-and-learning/early-learning-and-childcare/early-
learning-childcare-elc-frequently-asked

What do | need to know if my child accesses a place at a Partner Provider of ELC?

A Partner Provider nursery, playgroup or childminder is commissioned by the local
authority to provide Early Learning and Childcare. You may be asked to sign a form
at your setting conllUPLQJ \RXU FKUG{V SIDFHPHQI IR ensure the nursery receives
their funding for ELC.

Can my child access their funded ELC in a different local authority to where | live?

Yes, if you live in Argyll & Bute you can request a Cross Boundary placement with
an ELC setting in a different local authority. You should contact them directly, they
will then correspond with Argyll & Bute Council to seek approval. You are entitled
to this through funding follows the child - this level of flexibility and choice can help
meet childcare and family requirements.

Similarly if you are resident outside of Argyll & Bute you can request a Cross
Boundary placement at one of our ELC settings by applying online during
registration week.

Do | have to use all the funded hours?

No, the hours are an entitlement, not a requirement, so you can choose to take all
or some of the hours available to you.

What do | do if | have a complaint?

,/ \RX KDYH D FRPSIDLQIl DERXII \RXU FKLGIV (/& IIDIN i RYHU ZUIK ¥KH +HDG 7HDFKHU
or Manager. If the matter is not resolved to your satisfaction then contact the Early
Years Team on 01369 708503 and they will discuss the matter with you, advise
you on your options and if appropriate, where you should direct your complaint.

Is my child entitled to a funded lunch/meal?

If your child attends their setting for more than 4 hours over a day, and are in over
a meal period, they will be entitled to a funded meal.
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Is transport provided for ELC?

ELC provision has no entitlement to transport, unless in exceptional circumstances.
Please read our transport leaflet found on the Useful Documents page on our
website.

Can my child attend more than one Early Learning and Childcare setting (known
as a blended placement)?

37KH DLP LV KDl FKLGUHQ H[SHUHQFH FRQVLVIHQW KLIJK TXDWN\ HDUN\ (HDUQLQJ DQG
childcare. This means consistency of relationships with staff and other children;
DQG FRQVIVIHQF\ RI H[SHUHQFHV" &KLIGUHQ DQG <RXQJ 3HRSIH GFRIIDQG $FH
Early Learning and Childcare, Statutory Guidance.

However, a range of settings can also be beneficial for children and parents. Argyll
and Bute Council will accommodate blended placements across 2 different ELC
settings more widely across the week, where this meets the needs of the child and
parents.

The local authority has a strong expectation that ELC settings will share information
RQ DWHQGDQFH SDIIHUQV DQG DQ\IKLQJ HIVH KD PLIKI KDYH DQ LPSDFi RQ D FKLG
wellbeing, development and learning. This could be through visits, telephone
contact, email or any other suitable means of regular communication.

Parents can expect to be kept informed of how ELC settings are sharing progress
and working together to ensure continuity in learning and care for their child and,
through their own active engagement, will have an important role to play in this.

What proof of address document can | provide?

To apply for ELC you must have a letter showing you are resident at the
address included in your application. This could a utility bill, council
tax/benefits letter or bank statement where this matches exactly the
name of the applicant. This must be no more than 3 months old and
screenshots of digital letters can be accepted.
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4
New applications received during registration week + categorised as per
new application admission categories.

5
Equal priority will be given, in order of the date of the request, between:

New applications received after ELC registration week and by 19" March.

Children approved for an additional year of ELC, where the application
was received after ELC registration week and by 19" March.

6
Equal priority will be given, in order of the date of the request, between:

Children already accessing funded ELC who provide notice from 20"
March, to change their placement (changing days or setting,
increasing/decreasing/changing hours).

New applications received from 20" March onwards.

Additional year of ELC requests received from 20" March onwards.
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Category 2
Applications where there is a child in the same household attending the
ELC setting or school.

Category 3
Applications with an address in Argyll & Bute, not meeting Category 1 or 2.

Category 4
Applications with an address outside Argyll & Bute (cross boundary
applications).

Note: These are subject to different timescales due to approval being
required from resident Local Authority, which typically takes place
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In February ELC settings collate new applications received during the
registration period. Where there are more requests than places
available, and therefore they are oversubscribed for the following
August, the below ballot procedure is initiated at local authority

Appendix Three: Ballot Procedure

settings:

1.

2.

All applications are categorised as per New Application

Admission Priorities (See Appendix 2).

Ballot date and witnessing procedure is agreed (Early

Years will witness all ballots for an ELC space, 2" ELC

setting staff member will witness ballots that are only for a

waiting list place).

Space allocation begins, starting with Priority 1, to establish

which applicants will be in the ballot.

Applicants affected are advised that ELC setting does have

enough space for all applications and their application will

be included in a ballot.

Ballot takes place following witnessing procedure agreed:

a. ELC setting works their way through each category of

applications (in priority order), picking names to
establish
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Contact Information

Argyll and Bute Council, Education Service, Early Years

Argyll House, Alexandra Parade, Dunoon, PA23 8AJ

(For mail only, please note this is not a Customer Service Point)

Early Years Helpline:

01369 708503 Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm

earlyyears@argyll-bute.gov.uk

https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/education-and-learning/early-
learning-and-childcare

This information leaflet can be supplied in other languages and formats. Please
contact the Early Years helpline.
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